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Welcome, teachers, parents and adults! 

 
This Resource Pack is designed to help you to get the most out of your visit with children to 

see Barnstorm’s acclaimed play, The Bockety World of Henry and Bucket.  

The Bockety World of Henry and Bucket is a play about friendship. Through a day in the 

life of two friends we can examine friendship, what happens if it goes wrong and how you 

can fix it.  
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The word bockety is used in Ireland to describe something that is a bit broken or unsteady 

but that still works reasonably well. For example, your bicycle wheel could have a small dent 

in it but it will still go round. It is a bockety wheel. 

 

Henry and Bucket’s friendship reflects the bockety world that they inhabit – there are 

wobbles and shakes, and it is not quite level all the time but it works!  

The activities in this Resource Pack explore a variety of themes and curriculum connections: 

language development, storytelling, visual arts, and exploring aspects of friendship, pets, 

rules and self-care.  

The activities are suitable for a range of ages, from Jnr Infants to 2nd class. Teachers and 

adults will know which ones are best suited to their children and most activities can be easily 

adapted. They can be undertaken in pairs, in small groups or as whole class exercises. This 

is indicated in the instructions.  

 

Language 

Language is used economically in the play. However the two characters play with language 

throughout, using techniques that range from repetition to rhyming, onomatopoeia and 

storytelling. 

Everyday objects  

The play uses everyday objects and props to draw the audience into Henry and Bucket’s 

world. Imaginary play, married with the use of theatrical language (e.g. lighting and sound), 

lets the audience see how worlds and conditions can be created without ever having to leave 

the one location.  

 

Friendship 

Through Henry and Bucket’s friendship we can examine what friendship is, what happens 

when it goes wrong and how we fix it. In observing Henry and Bucket as they negotiate their 

relationship, we can develop an understanding of the skills used in building, maintaining, 

repairing and valuing our relationships throughout our lives.  

 

 

We hope you find this Resource Pack useful in exploring some of the themes in the 

play. 

Curriculum Connections 

  

Art/Drama   

Physical Theatre, Performance and Design, Drama and Art  

Oral Language  

Sentence structure, Onomatopoeia, Storytelling, Imagination and Visual Literacy 

 

SPHE  

Feelings, Listening, Personal Care, Team work, Empathy, Communication, Play, Reflection, 
Friendship, Sharing, Rules and Problem Solving 
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Before the play  

  
Poster   
Show the children the poster for the play. What can they see?  What does the poster tell us 

about what we are going to see? 

Photograph of the set    [Appendix A  or  http://www.holdenarts.org/ or http://www.barnstorm.ie/ ] 

What can you see?   

Where do you think Henry and Bucket live?  

What are some of the things you would expect to happen on stage? 

Being a member of the audience 

Have you ever been to the theatre before?   

If yes, what did you see?  

What was it like to be a member of an audience?   

What is the difference between watching a play on stage and watching a television program?  

Would you have to behave differently at a performance of a play? Why?     

 

After the play 

 

Questions to ask  

What moments did you find interesting or exciting?   

Who did we meet?   

What did they do?   

Where did they go?  

What do you think the play was about? 

 

Activity:   Paint or draw your favourite moment in the play. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.holdenarts.org/
http://www.barnstorm.ie/
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Section 1 – ORAL LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT 
 

Context   

During the play, Henry and Bucket sometimes ‘share’ their sentences, such as the dialogue 

in this script excerpt:  

 

   Bucket: You  

  Henry:  are 

   Bucket: getting  

   Henry:  on  

   Bucket: my  

   Henry:  nerves 

   Bucket: today 

 

 

 

WORD TENNIS 

 

 
 

Instructions  

Children get into pairs. One child is A and the other is B.  Take turns with who starts each 

round of Word Tennis, so that A’s and B’s each get a chance to start the round. Rounds can 

be played separately or, for a longer activity, in the following order. 

 

 

Round 1 - Topics   

 

A starts the round. The teacher suggests a topic, preferably something linked to what is 

being learned in school at the time, e.g. Weather/ School/ Countries. Each child says one 

word, in turn, relating to the topic. In this example the topic is Weather: 

 

   A: “Sunshine” 

   B: “Rain” 

   A: “Umbrella” 

   B: “Clouds”   …and so on. 

 

 

Introduce a new topic after about a minute.  
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Round 2 – Rhyming  

B starts. The teacher offers a word. The pairs take turns coming up with as many words as 

they can that rhyme with the teacher’s word. In this example the rhyming word is ‘cat’: 

 

   B: Bat 

   A: Mat 

   B: Fat 

   A: Rat 

 

Introduce a new rhyming word after about a minute.  

 

Round 3 - Beginning with the Last Letter 

 

A starts with a word, any word The next word that B says begins with the last letter of A’s 

word.   

   A: Car 

   B: Rain 

   A: Night 

   B: Train 
   

Allow this activity to go on for a minute or so. 

 

 

WORKING TOWARDS STORY 

 
 

Round 1 - Word Association 

 

B starts with any word.  A says the first word that they can think of, that relates to B’s word. 

B then says a word that relates to A’s word. And so on… 

 

 

   B: Frog 

   A: Green  

   B: Yellow 

   A: Sunshine 

   B: Rain  

   A: Umbrella 

 

 

It important to say that there is no right or wrong answer because this exercise is about 

spontaneity. Continue the activity for a minute or more. 
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Word by WORD 

 

Round 2 - Building a Sentence 

Just like Henry and Bucket in the play, the children are now going to build a sentence. For 

some children offering them a subject matter really helps. The teacher might suggest 

‘Winning the race’, ‘Weather’ or ‘Getting out of bed’. Weather is used in this example: 

 

   A: It 

   B: is 

   A: very  

   B: sunny 

   A: today 

   B: and… 

    

Each pair should try to create a few different sentences. 

 

 

Round 3 - Building a Story  

The teacher gives the pairs a context for a story e.g. a time period, “From waking up to 

arriving at school.” A and B use one word each to tell the story of this time period: from 

waking up to arriving at school. 

 

   B: I 

   A: woke 

   B: up  

   A: and 

   B: went  

   A: downstairs 

   B: to…. 

 

This round can be done in groups of 4 to 6 children. When the children are well-versed in the 

Building a Story activity, it can be used as a whole class exercise. 

 

The class might also try telling well-known fairy tales or creating their own stories using this 

technique. 
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Round 4 - Building a Story - Sentence by Sentence 

 

 

 

 

Context   

In the play, while on their car ride, Henry and Bucket go into the deep dark forest, where 

they invent a story together.    

Can anyone remember anything from the story?   

Who was in the story?   

What kind of story was it? 

   

Instructions 

This exercise can be done in pairs, in small groups or as a whole class. It can be spoken or 

written. One child offers the first sentence of a story. The next child adds to the story by 

offering the next sentence, and so on. At this point, the story may not be coherent but all of 

the offers should be accepted. 

 

To add more structure, ask the class to suggest: 

 

- one place,  

- one activity,   

- one object.  

 

The class must ensure that these three elements are included in their story.  

 

Before the exercise is repeated, discuss aspects of storytelling: 

 

- What makes a story?   

 

- How do we recognise something is a story? (Beginning, middle and end).   

 

- What happens if we introduce something or someone and then forget about it? 

 

As a whole class, the teacher may choose to write the story on the blackboard/ display board 

so that the children can see it as it progresses. This also allows the teacher to read aloud the 

story at intervals, so that the children can develop a clear storyline.  
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Section 2 - EVERYDAY OBJECTS  

 

Context     

There are many objects in the play that Henry and Bucket use in the ways you would not 

think they would be used. Can you remember any of them? 

 

 
 

Examples from the play:  Rain Stick (instrument) – shower; Clothes Iron - to heat the beans; 

Car Antennae - as toothbrushes, and a computer mouse as dear old Mouse. 

 

“THIS IS…” 
 

Instructions  

This exercise can be done in pairs or smaller groups of 4 to 6 children. You will need sheets 

of paper (Letter/ Legal/ Foolscap). Each child takes a turn at using a sheet of paper for 

something other than the regular uses for paper. They then demonstrate the new purpose. 

The paper can be rolled or folded but cannot be torn or written on.  

 

Examples:  

Roll the paper into a tube and look through it: “I can see the ship from here”;  

Allow the sheet of paper to fall to the floor: “Look at the leaf falling from the tree”.  

 

Many other objects in the classroom can be used in this activity: empty cans, buckets, ropes, 

hats, boxes.   What other uses could you find for everyday objects?  Is there anything in the 

classroom that could be re-imagined?  Show how they might be used instead. 

 

JUNK ART 
 

Instructions: Henry and Bucket make use of everything in their world. Make pictures or 

sculptures out of everyday objects. 
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Section 3 – CREATING SOUNDS  
 

Context    

In the play Henry and Bucket use their voices to create many different sounds. These 

sounds help to build the world around them and to create different moods in the play. Can 

you remember any of the sounds that Henry and Bucket make?   

 

Examples from the play:  alarm clock; catching rain in buckets; car ride with engine and 

radio. 

 

 
 

 

RADIO STORY – ONOMATOPOEIA   

 
Instructions 

Explain to the class what the word onomatopoeia means. (The formation or use of words 

that imitates the sound associated with objects or actions they refer to, e.g. “hiss” ,“buzz”, 

“murmur”). 

 

 

                                             
 

 

Ask the class to think for a moment and to come up with as many words as possible that 

make a sound that is like its meaning or association. Encourage the children to exaggerate 

how they say the words to make them sound even more like what they mean. 

 

Break the class into small groups. The groups are going to come up with a story that 

includes onomatopoetic words. (You can employ the story building activities from Section 

1). 

 

When each group is presenting their story ask the rest of the class to close their eyes, to 

listen closely, as if they were listening to the radio. 
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Creating soundscapes 

 

Soundscapes are collections of sounds that help the listener to experience a place or 

situation. This activity can be done in smaller groups or as a whole class activity.  

 

 

 
 

Here are some suggestions. You can also ask the class for their own suggestions. 

 

▪ The sounds of a city from dawn until dusk   

 

▪ A trip to the zoo 

 

▪ Living under the sea 

 

▪ Space 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



© Barnstorm Theatre Company, Church Lane, Kilkenny, Ireland                   www.barnstorm.ie 
11 

Section 4 – IMAGINARY PLAY 

 

Context     

Henry and Bucket create different locations and situations by believing in them together. For 

example, on their car journey into space, the scary witch in the forest; tuning into the 

weather forecast on the radio. The function of shared belief in imaginary play is very 

important in drama and theatre. 

THROWING THE BALL    
 

Instructions 

The class may start with a real ball to feel the motion and engage their motor skills. Then 

remove the real ball and replace it with an imaginary ball.  The teacher holds the imaginary 

ball in their hand. It is important that the teacher “sees” the (non-existent) ball. The teacher 

tells the class “I have a ball” and asks questions about it.: 

“What colour is the ball?”, “Okay, so it’s stripy with purple polka dots”.  “What size is it?” 

 

The teacher allows him /herself to be affected by the children’s answers so that if it is a 

‘heavy’ ball then the teacher responds by holding a “heavy” imaginary ball.   

 

Then the teacher will throw the “ball” to someone, who will first catch it, and then throw it to 

another child. Continue for a few throws and catches.   Then introduce that idea that the “ball 

can change.” The next person who catches the imaginary ball can show how it has changed 

size, or shape or weight. 

 

ACTING IN A CHAIR        
Instructions 

Everyone sits in their own chair. Each child responds to the teacher’s suggestion, by 

creating a still image (a snapshot, as if frozen in time) in a suggested situation or location 

(e.g. on a rollercoaster). There is no sound or movement allowed, although this can be 

introduced at a later stage.  

 

Suggestions: 

• Watching a really boring movie; 

• Your favourite team is about to score a goal; 

• Your spaceship has just flown into space; 

• You are listening very carefully to the weather forecast; 

    

The teacher can develop the exercise; one child working alone, to pairs of children working 

together and then in small groups (for the purposes of drama these are called tableaux). 

 

Each still image can begin to tell a story. What do the other children see in the images?   

These images can be used to develop short scenes. The still image could become ‘alive’ for 

5 seconds; so that we see what happens immediately after the still image was created. 
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Section 5 – FRIENDSHIP 

 

Context   

Henry and Bucket are friends. They live together and spend their days together. They play 

together. They create stories together. They go to different places together. And sometimes 

they argue.  One of these times is when Bucket wishes to be on his own and to read his 

book quietly but Henry would like to sing to Mouse. 

 

 
 

 

ALONE TIME PICTURE 
Instructions 

Draw a picture of ‘alone time’, showing what you like to do and where you like to do it. 

Is it important to be allowed to have ‘alone time’?   

What is your favourite way to spend your ‘alone time’?   

 

 

ALONE TIME GRAPH 

 
Instructions 

The class could think of activities that people like to do when they are on their own.   

 

Make a bar graph for the class, with numbers for the number of children in the class along 

the vertical and ‘alone time’ activities along the horizontal. Each activity should have its own 

designated colour (e.g. blue for reading; green for listening to music, etc.) 

 

Give the children a supply of white stickers. They should colour stickers with the designated 

colour for their preferred ‘alone time’ activities. Only one sticker per activity for each child, 

although they may choose as many activities as applies to them.  

 

Then they place their coloured stickers on the graph in the appropriate column/ bar.  The 

class will then have a visual representation of ‘alone time’ activities among their classmates.  
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FRIENDSHIP - CLASSROOM DISCUSSION 
 

Are Henry and Bucket friends?  

How do we know?   

Are they the same?    

If so, how or in what way?  

Are they different?   

If so, how or in what way?   

Who do you like to spend time with? Why?   

 

 

 
 

 

A FRIEND IS…PICTURE 
 

Drawing and Writing 

On a sheet of paper, complete the following sentence: 

 

 ‘A friend is someone who…’   

 
 

Make it an Art exercise by writing the sentences on cut-out hearts or leaves from trees and 

make a class “tree of friendship”.   

 

Or 

 

Using paper cut out tee-shirt shapes. Write the sentence above onto the paper t-shirt and 

make a “clothesline of friendship”. 
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CONFLICT RESOLUTION  
 

Context  

Henry and Bucket argue and make up several times during the play.   

 

CLASSROOM DISCUSSION 
 

Can you think of any incidents during the play that caused Henry and Bucket to argue?   

What caused the arguments?   

 

 
 

Was anybody ‘right’?   

Was there any time that Henry or Bucket was being unfair?   

What kind of things happened that allowed Henry and Bucket to make up? 

What makes it hard to say ‘sorry’?   

What ways can we show we are sorry?  

How do you feel about saying sorry when you know you have done something wrong?   

What does it feel like to say sorry when you feel you are in the right, but the other person is 

also convinced that they are in the right?   

What might happen in a situation like that?   

Is having an argument avoidable? 
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Section 6 – PETS      
 

Context   

Henry and Bucket have a pet mouse. They love Mouse!     

 

 
 

PETS - CLASSROOM DISCUSSION 
 

How do Henry and Bucket take care of Mouse?   

 

How do they treat Mouse? 

 

What kinds of pets do you have? 

 

Do different animals need different kinds of care? 

 

Are there animals that would not make good pets? Why? 

 

 

MY PET - DRAWING  
 

Draw a picture of your pet or a pet that you would like to own.  

  

Underneath your drawing, write three, four or five things that you would do to take care of 

this pet. 
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Section 7 – RULES 
   

Context   

When Henry decides not to get out of the car, Bucket consults the ‘rule’ book. 

(Excerpt from script): 

 

   Bucket:   Rules of car. 

       “You’re not supposed to be in the car on your own.” 

        I knew it! 

 

   

 

CLASSROOM DISCUSSION 
 

What are rules?   

What are they for?   

Where would you find them?   

What kind of rules do you know?  

Are all rules written down?   

What kind of rules do you know that are not written down? For example, when Henry and  

Bucket are deciding who is going to drive, neither of them consults the Rule Book because 

they have a rule that they both know – “taking turns”.   

What is your favourite rule?   

How do you think it helps?   

What rule would you like to change? Why?  

What would you change about it? 
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Section 8 – SELF-CARE 
 

Context   

Henry and Bucket have specific routines during the day. At the beginning of the play, we see 

them go through their morning routine (from alarm clock to breakfast).   

  

 

CLASSROOM DISCUSSION 
 

 

What things do Henry and Bucket do in their morning routine?    

What do they do to take care of themselves?   

Do they both feel the same way about taking care of themselves?   

Who do you think places more importance on being clean and tidy? Why do you think that? 

Who are you more like – Henry? Or Bucket?   

What things do you do to take care of yourself, that is the same or different, to Henry or 

Bucket? 
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Thank you! 

 

We hope you found this Resource Pack useful. If you have any feedback or enquiries, 

please contact us: 

 

 

 
Church Lane  

Kilkenny 

R95 PP35 

Co Kilkenny  

Ireland 

 

E: info@barnstorm.ie 

T:  +353  56 7751266  

W: www.barnstorm.ie   

Twitter :   @BarnstormTC 

Facebook: /barnstormtheatrecompany 

 

 

 

About Barnstorm  

 

Founded in Kilkenny, Ireland in 1991, Barnstorm Theatre Company is best known for 

creating high-quality, professional theatre for children and young people, and provides the 

widest possible access to this work by touring to theatres and arts centres throughout Ireland 

and in the United Kingdom. 

 

 

This Resource Pack was produced by Anna Galligan and Nuala Roche at Barnstorm 

Theatre Company 

mailto:info@barnstorm.ie
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APPENDIX A – SET PHOTOGRAPH 
 

 

 

 
 

The set for The Bockety World of Henry and Bucket  

 

 


