
 



 



 

This pack has been created to extend the  

experience of attending ALICE AND THE WOLF. 

 

Based on themes and language from the play, it consists 

of activities that enrich the theatre experience and can 

be used to support the curriculum e.g. English, SPHE, 

Drama, PE. 
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How to use this pack 

Each activity is a stand-alone lesson with a curricular link, 

thus the pack works on a menu basis for teachers to pick 

and choose which lessons they would like to do with their 

class.  The ITALIC typeface is suggested instructions for the 

class.  The print-outs needed for each activity are on the 

pages following the activity instructions. 

4 



 

Before the Play 

 

About the play - 6-9 

Activity - preshow discussion  - 6 

Resource - poster - 7 

Worksheet - before we go - 8 

Activity - discussion using model box image - 9 

 

Going to the theatre - 10 

Worksheet - wordsearch - Theatre -10 

Worksheet - cloze sheet - 11 

Worksheet - Cloze sheet for differentiation - 12 

Worksheet - cloze test as gaeilge - 13 
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Show the class the poster  

Worksheet - Before We Go  

The discussion can be followed by the worksheet which can be done  

individually or in pairs and can be either a written or oral activity. 
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Curriculum Link: ORAL REPORT  

 

‘Oral Reports give students experience in selecting and organising 

information that will suit specific purposes, situations and audiences.’ 

PDST, Five Components of Effective Oral Language Instruction, A Guide 

to the Teaching and Learning of Oral Language, (Dublin 2014) 

 

Context...To familiarise the students with concepts and language 

relating to the theatre/play by using the poster for the production. 

 

Skills... Select and organise information, identify key facts, 

contextualise information, explain and compress information.  

(Five Components of Effective Language Instruction) 

 So, we are going to the theatre. Has anyone been to the theatre before? 
 

 Where?  What did you see?  What was it like? 
 

 How would a theatre company let us know they were putting on a play? 
 

 Okay, so they might release a poster.  What might a poster tell us? 
 

 Right, let's see what the poster for this play tells us? 

 What can you see? 
 

 

 What do you think it is trying to tell us about the play?   
 

 

 Why?  What can you see that suggests that? 
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Before we go... 

What is the name of the play?___________________________________ 

Where does the story take place?________________________________ 

When does the story take place?_________________________________ 

What do you think the play will be about?__________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

 

Name the company who will present it ____________________________ 

Name one thing you know about the company?_____________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

Where is the play on?__________________________________________ 

When are you going to see it?___________________________________ 

 

Is this your first trip to see a play?________________________________ 

What are you feeling about going to see the play?___________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

Name four things you might see in the theatre?

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

 

Write down six things that come to your mind if you think of online gaming? 

1. ________________________________________________________ 

2. ___________________________________________________________ 

3. ___________________________________________________________ 

4. ___________________________________________________________ 

5. ___________________________________________________________ 

6. ___________________________________________________________ 
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 What can you see? 
 

 What might it tell us about the production? 
 

 What does the word ‘production’ mean? 
 

 Who puts a play together? 
 

 What are the different jobs? 
 

 What is the difference between watching a play on stage and  watching tv? 

 Would you behave differently? 

 Why? 

 How? 
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Worksheet - A Trip to the Theatre  

The following two pages provide a cloze procedure activity and  have been 

included for children with literacy difficulties.  

A model box is a built-to-scale model of the set. The director and actors refer to the 

model box during rehearsals to help them make decisions and to become familiar 

with the full-scale set, which they will not work on until  closer to the show.   Below 

is the model box for Alice and the Wolf to share with your class. 



 

A Trip to the Theatre 

Actor 

Applause 

Audience 

Auditorium 

Character 

Costume 

Director 

Lighting 

Playwright 

Script 

Seat 

Set 

Sound 

Stage 

Theatre 

Ticket 

Below are words used in the theatre.  They are hidden in the box above in 

all kind of directions.  Can you find them? 
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One word is missing.  Which one? ______________________ 



 

A Trip to the Theatre 

At the ____________ you are the  

_______________. 

 

It is different from  ________________ the  

_______________ or a ______________. 

 

You are in the same room as the ___________. 

 

They can do their job best when you  

___________  and _____________ carefully. 

 

Parts of the play may be __________, 

________  or __________. 

 

___________ like when the _____________ 

react to the play.  

 

At the end, if you enjoyed the ____________ 

show it by ________________. 

11 



 

A Trip to the Theatre 

. 

. 

. 

At the       you are the  

You are in the same room as the  

and carefully. 

They can do their job best when you 

It is different than  ing or a 

like when the react to the play. 

At the end, if you enjoyed the   show it by  

Parts of the play may be   or 

We hope you enjoy the show. 

. 
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Tá turas go dtí an amharclann 

Ag an tá tú ag an 

 

Tá sé difriúil ná féachaint ar an nó ar  

 

Tá tú sa seomra céanna leis na  

 

Is féidir leo a gcuid oibre a fearr má tá tú ag                   

agus ag                          go cúramach.  

 

D'fhéadfadh páirteanna de an dráma a bheith                               

  ,   nó  

 

Ag an deireadh, má bhain tú sult as an dráma a 

thaispeáint dó le  

 

Tá súil againn go mbainfidh tú taitneamh as an dráma. 

****************************************** 

amharclann     greannmhar     bualadh bos   teilifís           

lucht féachana     éisteacht    féachaint    sásta 

scannán   haisteoirí     brónach    
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Alice and The Wolf 

Alice 

Amber 

Bruce 

Dive 

Duck 

Friends 

Gaming 

Granny 

Hashtag 

Home 

Internet 

Reality 

Red 

Saffron 

School 

Slash 

Spiders 

TBBW 

Virtual 

Wood 

Below are words found in the play.  They are hidden in the box above in all 

kind of directions.  Can you find them? 
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ACTIVITY 

Divide the class into pairs. In each pair, there is an A and a B. Give the A’s the 

closed question cards, and the B’s the open question cards. 

A now interviews B using the questions on their card. 

Ask a pair to come up and demonstrate their interview. 

Repeat with B asking the questions on their card. 
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Closed Questions A 

What phobias did Amber have? 

Why did Alice have to stay with her Granny? 

How did the wolf disguise himself in the play? 

How did Alice and her Granny get rid of the Big Bad Wolf? 

Why was mother proud of Alice? 

What reason  did Mother give for going to Ontario? 
 

Open Questions B 

What do you think about how Saffron was treating Alice? 

What do you think of Amber wanting to be Saffron’s friend? 

Why do you think Mother wanted to go to Dublin Ontario?  

Why do you think the TBBW disguised himself as Fluffy and later as Lupe Lobos? 

Why do you think Red eventually accepted The Big Bad Wolf’s online ‘Friend’ request? 

RECALLING THE PLAY: QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Curriculum Link: ORAL LANGUAGE 3RD – 6TH CLASS 

The child should be able to ask and answer a variety of questions – open, closed, 

leading, rhetorical – for a range of purposes, such as exploring and discussing texts; 

clarifying and extending thinking; comparing views and opinions; interviewing, 

speculating, arguing and persuading. 

In this activity we are encouraging the children to compare closed and open questions 

and ultimately to conclude the importance of ‘shaping questions to produce optimal 

information’ (PDST Five Components of Effective Oral Language p 21). 

Add-on activity 

SPHE Curriculum   

Strands:  Myself, Myself and others, Myself and the wider world  

Strand Units: Self Identity, Safety and Protection, Making decisions, My friends 

and other people, Relating to others, Media Education   



 

ADD-ON ACTIVITY - RHETORICAL QUESTIONS  

A rhetorical question is a question someone asks without expecting an answer. The 

question might have an obvious answer, ‘Can birds fly?’ or it might not have an  

obvious answer ‘What's the matter with children today?’ These questions are asked 

to emphasise a point. If the answer is obvious, it will make that answer stand out. 

Sometimes it's used to persuade someone.  

 

Give out the questions (Pg. 21) and allow the children time to discuss them. 

 

Which questions have obvious answers?   

Which are persuasive?   

Why did Tom Swift the playwright use them in this play?   

Do any of the questions reinforce the bullying theme?  

 

Follow up whole class discussion 

 

OTHER SUGGESTIONS 

The children could list rhetorical questions they hear regularly, creating a bank for 

future work.  

Reading 

The children could select and categorise questions from their reading material. 

Writing 

This activity could be linked with Persuasive Writing by creating a Live Poster of 

Rhetorical questions. 

FOLLOW-UP WHOLE CLASS DISCUSSION 

Which interview do you prefer? Why?  

Can you think of more closed questions that could be asked about the play? 

Can you think of more open questions that could be asked about the play? 

 

How does an online friendship differ from a real-life friendship? 

How would you feel if a stranger asked you to be a friend online? 

What could you do if you were worried about an online friendship? 
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CLOSED QUESTIONS 

 
What phobias did Amber have? 
  
Why did Alice have to stay with her Granny? 
  
How did the wolf disguise himself in the play? 
  
How did Alice and her Granny get rid of the Big Bad 
Wolf? 
  
Why was Mother proud of Alice? 
 
What reason  did Mother give for going to Ontario? 

 
What phobias did Amber have? 
  
Why did Alice have to stay with her Granny? 
  
How did the wolf disguise himself in the play? 
  
How did Alice and her Granny get rid of the Big Bad 
Wolf? 
  
Why was Mother proud of Alice? 
 
What reason  did Mother give for going to Ontario? 

 
What phobias did Amber have? 
  
Why did Alice have to stay with her Granny? 
  
How did the wolf disguise himself in the play? 
  
How did Alice and her Granny get rid of the Big Bad 
Wolf? 
  
Why was Mother proud of Alice? 
 
What reason  did Mother give for going to Ontario? 

 
What phobias did Amber have? 
  
Why did Alice have to stay with her Granny? 
  
How did the wolf disguise himself in the play? 
  
How did Alice and her Granny get rid of the Big Bad 
Wolf? 
  
Why was Mother proud of Alice? 
 
What reason  did Mother give for going to Ontario? 

 
What phobias did Amber have? 
  
Why did Alice have to stay with her Granny? 
  
How did the wolf disguise himself in the play? 
  
How did Alice and her Granny get rid of the Big Bad 
Wolf? 
  
Why was Mother proud of Alice? 
 
What reason  did Mother give for going to Ontario? 

 
What phobias did Amber have? 
  
Why did Alice have to stay with her Granny? 
  
How did the wolf disguise himself in the play? 
  
How did Alice and her Granny get rid of the Big Bad 
Wolf? 
  
Why was Mother proud of Alice? 
 
What reason  did Mother give for going to Ontario? 

 
What phobias did Amber have? 
  
Why did Alice have to stay with her Granny? 
  
How did the wolf disguise himself in the play? 
  
How did Alice and her Granny get rid of the Big Bad 
Wolf? 
  
Why was Mother proud of Alice? 
 
What reason  did Mother give for going to Ontario? 

 
What phobias did Amber have? 
  
Why did Alice have to stay with her Granny? 
  
How did the wolf disguise himself in the play? 
  
How did Alice and her Granny get rid of the Big Bad 
Wolf? 
  
Why was Mother proud of Alice? 
 
What reason  did Mother give for going to Ontario? 
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What do you think about how Saffron was treating  
Alice? 
 
What do you think of Amber wanting to be Saffron’s  
friend? 
 
Why do you think Mother wanted to go to Dublin  
Ontario?  
 
Why do you think the TBBW disguised himself as  
Fluffy, and later as Lupe Lobos? 
 
Why do you think Red eventually accepted The Big  
Bad Wolf’s online ‘Friend’ request? 

What do you think about how Saffron was treating  
Alice? 
 
What do you think of Amber wanting to be Saffron’s  
friend? 
 
Why do you think Mother wanted to go to Dublin  
Ontario?  
 
Why do you think the TBBW disguised himself as  
Fluffy, and later as Lupe Lobos? 
 
Why do you think Red eventually accepted The Big  
Bad Wolf’s online ‘Friend’ request? 

What do you think about how Saffron was treating  
Alice? 
 
What do you think of Amber wanting to be Saffron’s  
friend? 
 
Why do you think Mother wanted to go to Dublin  
Ontario?  
 
Why do you think the TBBW disguised himself as  
Fluffy, and later as Lupe Lobos? 
 
Why do you think Red eventually accepted The Big  
Bad Wolf’s online ‘Friend’ request? 

What do you think about how Saffron was treating  
Alice? 
 
What do you think of Amber wanting to be Saffron’s  
friend? 
 
Why do you think Mother wanted to go to Dublin  
Ontario?  
 
Why do you think the TBBW disguised himself as  
Fluffy, and later as Lupe Lobos? 
 
Why do you think Red eventually accepted The Big  
Bad Wolf’s online ‘Friend’ request? 

What do you think about how Saffron was treating  
Alice? 
 
What do you think of Amber wanting to be Saffron’s  
friend? 
 
Why do you think Mother wanted to go to Dublin  
Ontario?  
 
Why do you think the TBBW disguised himself as  
Fluffy, and later as Lupe Lobos? 
 
Why do you think Red eventually accepted The Big  
Bad Wolf’s online ‘Friend’ request? 

What do you think about how Saffron was treating  
Alice? 
 
What do you think of Amber wanting to be Saffron’s  
friend? 
 
Why do you think Mother wanted to go to Dublin  
Ontario?  
 
Why do you think the TBBW disguised himself as  
Fluffy, and later as Lupe Lobos? 
 
Why do you think Red eventually accepted The Big  
Bad Wolf’s online ‘Friend’ request? 

What do you think about how Saffron was treating  
Alice? 
 
What do you think of Amber wanting to be Saffron’s  
friend? 
 
Why do you think Mother wanted to go to Dublin  
Ontario?  
 
Why do you think the TBBW disguised himself as  
Fluffy, and later as Lupe Lobos? 
 
Why do you think Red eventually accepted The Big  
Bad Wolf’s online ‘Friend’ request? 

What do you think about how Saffron was treating  
Alice? 
 
What do you think of Amber wanting to be Saffron’s  
friend? 
 
Why do you think Mother wanted to go to Dublin  
Ontario?  
 
Why do you think the TBBW disguised himself as  
Fluffy, and later as Lupe Lobos? 
 
Why do you think Red eventually accepted The Big  
Bad Wolf’s online ‘Friend’ request? 

OPEN QUESTIONS 
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Amber 

Euwh, do we have to? 

  

Amber 

Friends stick  
together, no matter 

what, right? 

Red 

I’ve done my  
homework, OK? 

Red 

I’m staying with you. 
 

Granny 

With me? 

Granny 

How are you supposed 
to protect yourself, 
if you haven’t got a 

gun? 

  

Amber to Red  

Seriously? Are you 
really trying to  
embarrass me? 

  

Saffron to Red 

So what’s not to like 
about getting rid of 

the old you? 

Saffron 

Hashtag, what the  
actual Amber? 

Kids 

 Is she skinny, 
is she fat, 

is she really wearing 
that? 

  

Bruce 

 I’m guessing a tummy 
rub is out of the 
question, then? 

Granny 

 Don’t worry about 
the rifle, it only fires 

darts. 
 

Red Darts? 

Red 

What if Granny finds 
him in my bedroom? 

What if..... 

RHETORICAL QUESTIONS 
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ACTIVITY 

Divide the class into pairs or groups and give them the quotes provided (pg. 23) 
 

 What do you think Friend means in this quote? 

 How do you think the characters in your quote feel about the term ‘Friend’? 

 How would you feel in this situation? 

 Do we need friends? 

 What would you expect from a good friend? 

 Are friendships important? 

 

Ask the children to create a list of qualities that make up a good friend. Share with 

the class. 
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RECALLING THE PLAY - FRIENDSHIP 

Curriculum Link: SPHE 3
RD

 – 6
TH

 class 

Strands:  Myself - Self-Identity 

 Myself -Safety and protection 

 Myself and others -Relating to others 

 Myself and others - My friends and other people 

ACTIVITY 

Display the Debate statement 

‘You should never make friends on Social Media.’ 

Let the children think about what their responses might be.  Give each child a post-it 

and they can write their response to the statement on their post-it  

They swap their responses with another child. 

Show them the signs for  ‘YES’, ‘NO’, ‘UM’ (pg. 22) 
 

Children place the responses they have under the most suitable sign:  Yes!  No!  Um! 
 

Discuss with the children the responses and why they put them where they did. 

 

Finish off on a ‘friendly’ group movement: 

 

Children walk around saying ‘hello’ to all their classroom friends. Finally, Children 

move around and acknowledge their classroom friends non verbally.   

Friendship GoNoodle            https://app.gonoodle.com/activities/be-a-good-friend  

 

 

 

https://app.gonoodle.com/activities/be-a-good-friend


 

RED Amber, we’ve been friends a long, long time. 

AMBER Yeah. 

RED We fought our way through Wolf Wood, level by level.  We have slayed  

  goblins, snakes, bats and bears.  You have always been there for me.   

  We do everything together, we go everywhere together, we know each  

  other’s deepest secrets.  You are my best friend.  You are my only friend. 

RED That’s more like it!  And remember - best friends forever. 

AMBER Best friends. 

FLUFFY A dog? Yes, a dog.  It’s wonderful.  We’re so faithful.  And we love  

  children, except for those girls, your ‘friends’ Amber and Saffron. 
 

RED Saffron’s not my friend.  But Amber - I thought she was my friend, but  

  now I’m confused. 

RED Things that look cute and fluffy can have very sharp teeth.  You need to  

  be very careful in here.  Friends can be enemies.  Enemies can be   

  friends. 

RED A scroll.  For me?  Reach, stretch. Grab.  ‘Can we be friends Red?  Yours 

  sincerely TBBW.’  It’s a friend request.  They know my name.  Who’s  

  TBBW?’ 
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Um! 

Yes 

No 
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RECALLING THE PLAY:  POETRY 

Curriculum link: ENGLISH 3rd - 6th CLASS 

The child should be able to understand the terms onomatopoeia and repetition 

and evaluate their use in poetry.  They should be able to create a poem using 

onomatopoeia and repetition and to assess the poem created.  

ACTIVITY 

Give the children the following passage from the play. 
 

“With a vicious snarl the wolf pounces. Mayhem breaks out. The girls run different 

directions in panic.” 

RED 

Duck, dive, roll, scramble. 

Run, run, run, run, run. 

Out of the cave. 

Somehow. 

Get away. 

On my bike. 

Pedal, pedal, pedal. 

Anywhere away from the Big Bad Wolf. 

Bam, bam, bam. 

Heart beating fast. 

Pedal, pedal, pedal, pedal. 

Where’s the wolf? 

Not behind me. 

Skid, screech, stop. 

I’m safe, I’m free, I escaped but… 

This is not a game. 

This is real, this is… 
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Repetition is when a certain word, sentence or phase is written more than 

once in a passage.  

 

Underline any word that is repeated in this passage 

 

Onomatopoeia is when a word imitates its natural sound, or suggests the 

sound a certain object makes. For example the words CRASH, POP and  MIAOW 

creates sound effects that are interesting and expressive.  

 

Circle the examples of onomatopoeia you can find in the passage 

 

Action verbs are verbs that express physical or mental action.   

Underline any action verbs you find. 

 

Why do you think words are repeated in this passage?  

What effect does it have? 

What effect do the onomatopoeia words have? 

Why did the writer include action verbs? 

What effect do they have? 

 

Divide the class into pairs. 

 

ACTIVITY - DRAMA or PE 

 

How would they act out the passage?   

How would they show the actions?   

How would they say the onomatopoeic words? 

 

ACTIVITY - ENGLISH 

 

With your partner, write your own passage using repetition and onomatopoeia. 

Perform your own passage, adding actions to engage your audience. 

Is it possible to add some sound effects to your passage? 

Add illustrations. 

Listen to other groups perform their work. 
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OUR VERSE 

  Yes No Comment 

Our poem has a title       

We have written free verse       

We have used action words       

We have used descriptive words       

We have used repetition       

We have used onomatopoeia       

MY EVALUATION OF OUR WORK 

 Our star rating:  

 

And why? 

_________________________________________________________________ 
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ACTIVITY- ALGORITHMS WORKSHEET 

I can write an algorithm 
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Granny’s Muddle! 

Forward 4 

Forward 1 

Turn 90 Degrees left 

Turn 90 Degrees Left 

Forward 4 

Gran needs to pick up her weapon in her cottage to fight the wolf. Unfortunately 

her commands to get back to her cottage have got all muddled up. Can you put 

the commands in the correct sequence to help her?  This is called an algorithm. 

 

        

           

      

 

    

            

  

 

      

 

Granny’s Muddle Sorted! 

 

Create an algorithm 

to take Red to the for-

est, but stay away 

from TBBW 
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Class discussion activity - 30 

Class activity - Girls and Boys - 31 

Exploring stereotypes - 31 
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Languages quiz - 37-38 
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40 

Personal comments -  41 

Worksheet - 10 point action plan - 42 
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My Avatar 

Activity - Designing and thinking - 44 
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RECALLING THE PLAY: CHALLENGING STEREOTYPES 

Curriculum Link: SPHE 3
RD

 – 6
TH

 CLASS 

The children will identify stereotypes.  Children will be aware of their own 

personal identity and that of their peers 

ACTIVITY  

Read aloud the following line from the play: 

Saffron  Interesting person underneath, but it is not about who you really are. 

   What’s important right now is who you pretend to be. 

 

What does this tell us about Saffron?  

Why does she feel the need to pretend to be someone else?  

Do we all pretend to belong to a group?  

Read aloud the following line from the play: 

Saffron  You’ve got to be energetic and funny and beautiful and skinny and  

   driven and ruthless and obsessive and shallow and unhappy and in- 

   secure and pretty much empty inside to build the kind of brand I have. 

 

What does Saffron mean when she says ’to build the kind of brand I have’?  

Why might someone like Saffron need a brand? 

What kind of things do you think when you hear the word ‘brand’? 

What characteristics would a ‘cool’ teenager have?  

What would your ‘brand’ be? 

Stereotypes 

Explain that a stereotype is a fixed or over simplistic idea of a group of people that 

think and behave in the same way. 
 

Was Alice’s Granny a stereotypical ‘Granny’? Why? 

What would you think is a stereotypical granny? 

Do you know any other types of people or communities that may have stereotypes? 

Examples: Boys are better at soccer. Girls like pretty things. Nurses are females. Etc). 
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ACTIVITY 

On one side of the white board write GIRLS and  on the other  
 

Ask the class what stereotypical things they associate with GIRLS and gather 

them on the whiteboard. 
 

Repeat for BOYS. 
 

Are these stereotypes true for all boys and girls? 

Is there any truth in any of them? 

If you came from outer space and only knew these stereotypes, would they give a 

positive or negative idea of what a GIRL or BOY was like?  Would they help or 

confuse you when you met a real GIRL or BOY for the first time? 

Would these stereotypes stop boys or girls from being allowed to do things? 

What kind of things? 

Is that fair? How? 

 

Where do stereotypes come from?   

 

List answers on the whiteboard.  Possible answers: family, newspapers, televi-

sion, advertisements, comedy, other groups of people. 

 

Can they affect how we treat other people?  How? 

Are stereotypes useful? How? When? 

  

ACTIVITY 

Read out the words on the word sheet (Pg. 33) or choose your own. 
 

What is the first thing that comes to your mind when I say ’insert word’?  
 

An Irish rugby team 

A traveller 

A doctor 

A builder 

A basketball team 

A rapper 
 

Stick the photographs (Pg. 32) with the pictures facing the wall and the words fac-

ing out.  Ask the children to stand next to the picture they would like to meet.  Dis-

cuss. 
 

Turn the photographs around.  Are they as you expected? What surprises you? 
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A  

TRAVELLER 
 

A  

BUILDER 

 

A  

DOCTOR 

 

A  

RAPPER 

 

A  

BASKETBALL 

TEAM 

 

AN 

IRISH 

RUGBY 

TEAM 
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Dialects 
Ireland is a multi-lingual country, meaning there are lots of languages spoken here. In the 2016 

census it says “The results show that 612,018 Irish residents spoke a foreign language at home.” 

Because of this, the most recent curriculum says that children should practice reading and writing 

in the language they speak at home. But even in English there are differences. Have you ever 

spoken to someone from another part of Ireland and found they don’t understand some of the 

things you say?  
 

There are words and phrases used in one part of the country that are largely unknown to the rest 
of the country. While we are still all speaking English, we have many variations across Ireland. We 
call these variations dialects.  
 

For example: There are many ways to greet people in Ireland-”hello”, “hi”, ”howya?”, “how’s 
things? 

 
 

In Ireland there is a set of dialects called Hiberno-English. The English language used in 
Ireland has close links to the Irish language. There are lots of examples in everyday use 
throughout Ireland:   Do you have your coat? - An bhfuil do chóta agat? 
               I have it with me.            -Tá sé agam. 
               Is there any milk in it?    - An bhfuil bainne ann?.  
               Colleen                           - cailín                   
               Boreen                           - bóithrín  
 

Can you think of any other words or phrases that come from Irish?  
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Beyond the Play: Languages 

Curriculum Link: English 3rd-6th Class 

Linkage and integration opportunities: Geography, History, SPHE, Maths, 

Art 

The children will become familiar with changes in languages. 

ACTIVITY - Market Place 

Divide the children into groups of 4 or 5.  Give each group a factsheet (Dialects, 

Abbreviations, Dictionary, New Words, Traveller Language).   

Read through the sheet carefully as a group. 

Using your large sheet, present what you have learnt in words and pictures.  This is 

your ‘product’  and your table is your ‘stall’ 

One child leaves each group to go to another group, takes notes and brings back the 

information to their ‘stall’.  Their group adds the information to their sheet. 

Repeat until all ‘stalls’ have been visited and all information gathered.  

Give out ‘What I learnt...Languages’ quiz.  (Answers: 1b,2c, 3 True,4d, 5c, 6d, 7 True,8a,9a) 

 

The groups or individuals can either use their information sheet to find the answers or 

it can be done as a memory test by taking away the sheets. 



 

Abbreviations 
  

Since so much of our communication today happens online, the Internet has developed its own 
language. For example tweet, share, chat , blog , post are all words in use on the internet. Online 
a troll is someone who purposely leaves annoying comments.  
 

The English language is always changing. Language on the internet changes very quickly as 
words and phrases spread instantly from person to person across the globe. 
 

This language is even more casual and has many abbreviations. An abbreviation is the 
shortened form of words and phrases. 
 

Here are some abbreviations you will see online. 
FYI - For your information 
WUA -What are you at? 
BTW - By the way 
TBH - To be honest 
RN - Right now  
 

Can you think of any more? Can you create a new abbreviation? It may even go viral! 

Dictionary 
 
Phrases such as ‘totes amazing’ and ‘total fashion fail’ used by Saffron, in the play Alice and the 
Wolf, are modern phrases. Language is continually changing over time. Although language 
changes, it is important that there is a regular form of language that people can understand.  
 

Samuel Johnson (1709-1784) compiled the first English dictionary.  This created a standard form 
of English.  Lexicographers are the people who write and edit dictionaries.  
 

Dictionaries are constantly updated to include new words. The Oxford English Dictionary is 
updated every three months.  In a recent update, January 2020, more than 550 new words, 
senses, and sub-entries have been added to the Oxford English Dictionary.  This  is one of these 
new words added:  
awesomesauce, adj.   Extremely good; excellent.  You guys are awesomesauce! 
 
How does a word get added to the dictionary? 
In order to get into the dictionary, two main things must happen: 
A lot of people are using the word and agree upon what it means, whether it’s spoken or in 
writing. 
There needs to be some sense that the word is likely going to be in continuous use for a long 
time. 
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New Words 

‘Cray-cray’ is a  made-up word used in the play Alice and the Wolf. In internet slang it means really crazy! Lots 
of us make up new words. They are called neologisms. Lots of words like nerd, gamer, influencer, 
geobragging (repeated status updates showing your location to get attention) and vlog  are new words made 
popular by the internet. 
 
New words are invented all the time, and some old words are given a different meaning altogether. In your 
Grandparent’s time ‘post’ referred to letters and parcels, today we ‘post’ pictures online. If something was 
online in the past it may have been on a clothes line. The word hashtag was first proposed by Chris Messini in 
2007. It was added to the Oxford dictionary in 2014. Nowadays, more that 85% of websites on the internet use 
hashtags.  
 
Making up new words is fun and creative, especially if we identify a use for our new word. In order for a word to 
get into the dictionary, the lexicographers (people who edit dictionaries) need evidence that the word is being 
used by a lot of people in a meaningful, sustained way. 
 
Can you make up a new word that you and your friends could use? 

Traveller Language  

Traveller language is called various names according to which family you belong. To some it is 

known as Shelta, Gammon (Gamin) or Cant (Minceirtoiree). ‘Minceir’ means Traveller and 

‘toiree’ means talk, so ‘Traveller talk’. A large number of families would call it Gammon (or 

Gamin). 

  

Language gives us our heritage. The way the words are used has meaning. Languages can be 

cousins to one another. Germanic Languages, also called English Languages, are all cousins. 

The closest cousin to Traveller Language is old Irish. This was spoken in Ireland before the year 

1200. Some of the words used at that time are still used by Travellers today when they speak 

their language. 
  

The traveller words for a priest and for God have shown up in old documents. They were used in 
pre-Christian Ireland and yet are still used today. Traveller tradition was a very oral tradition so 
there is very little written evidence.  
Here are some Cant words: 
Goyas Children  Lakín girl   Gleoch men  Beoirs women 
Súbla boy   Gairead money  Dora bread  Guillimíns shoes 
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What I learnt…Languages 

 

1. Lots of us make up new words. They are called: 

a. Makey-up words 

b. Neologisms 

c. Silly words 

d. Proverbs 

2.  In the 2016 census, approximately, how many Irish residents spoke a 

 language other than Irish or English at home? 

a. 250,000 

b. 1,756 

c. 600,000 

d. 1,500,000 

3. Abbreviations are the shortened version of a word or a phrase. 

a. True 

b. False 

4. What do we call a specific set of dialects used in Ireland?  

a. Gaeilge 

b. Brogue 

c. Accent 

d. Hiberno-English 

5. In Irish schools, children read and write in English or Irish only: 

a. Yes, English and Irish only. 

b. Some children have home languages but cannot read or write in them 

c. The new curriculum encourages children to use their home languages. 

d. Children prefer to leave their home languages at home 
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6. People who edit dictionaries are called: 

a. Dictionaristors 

b. Wordologists 

c. Oxfordians 

d. Lexicographer  

What I learnt…Languages  

 

 7. Cant is a language traditionally used by Travellers. 

a. True 

b. False 

 

8. Conas atá tú? Cén chaoi a bhfuil tú? Cad é mar atá tú? 

a. Tá mé go maith 

b. Tá an lá fliuch 

c. Is maith liom milseáin 

d. Tá mé ar scoil inniu 

9. Geobragging is an online neologism meaning: 

a. Repeated status updates showing your location get attention 

b. Boasting about a Geography test online with our friends 

c. Showing off your knowledge of stones and geological sites in your area 

d. Repeated boasting about your athletic genes online. 
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BEYOND THE PLAY: WORDS, WORDS, WORDS 

Curriculum Link: SPHE 5th - 6th Class 

Strand: Myself and others - Relating to others 
 

The child should be enabled to examine the various ways in which language can 

be used to isolate and discriminate against people. 

ACTIVITY 

 

Read out the script from the play. 

SAFFRON   The Red Hoody. It’s so five years ago. The cut, the styling........ 

SAFFRON  Oh my God, You are seriously wearing that thing. 

AMBER  Its kind of stupid, Red 

AMBER Hashtag Granny Fashion! Oh my God!  

SAFFRON  Red just gave the world Granny fashion and the world said, um  

   no thanks. 

KIDS   Is she skinny? is she fat? is she really wearing that? 

  Poke her, pinch her, post a picture 

  Poke her, pinch her, post a picture 

  Poke her, pinch her, post a picture 

 

What is happening in the scene? 

What kind of behaviour is this? 

What do you think of the children’s behaviour? 

Amber is Red’s friend.  Why do you think she joins in? 

 

Explore topics that emerge. Possible topics may be peer pressure, name calling, 

discrimination, prejudice, etc. 



 

Beyond the Play - United Nations Convention on the 

Rights of the Child (UNCRC) 

The UNCRC’s  aim is to recognise the rights of children and young people and 

ensure that they grow up in the spirit of peace, dignity, tolerance, freedom, 

equality and solidarity. The UNCRC was drafted in 1989 and is the most widely 

and rapidly ratified human rights treaty in history.  

Ireland committed to promote children’s rights when it signed up to the UNCRC in 

1992.  The Children’s Rights Alliance uses the Convention as a framework to 

change Ireland’s laws, policies and services so that all children are protected, 

nurtured and empowered.  

 

Why do you think children needed rights? 

How do you think they help governments help children and young people? 

 

Show the children the following article: 

Article 13:  You have the right to find out things and share what you think with 

others, by talking, drawing, writing or in any other way unless it harms or 

offends other people.  

 

What words spring out at you? 

What does ‘right’ mean in this sentence? 

What do you think of it as a right? 

Why do you think this right was given importance and written into the United 

Nation Convention on the Rights of the Child? 
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Revisit Amber’s line in the play: 

AMBER Hashtag Granny Fashion! Oh my God!  

 

Does Amber have the ‘right’ to say this?  Why? 

Is it teasing or a joke?  

Do you think Red saw it as a joke? 

If it is hurtful, how hurtful? 

What makes it hurtful? 

Would Red feel differently if her Granny had said it? Why? 

Would Red have felt differently if she wasn’t there and hadn’t heard Amber? 

What if Lupe Lobos had said it? 

 

ACTIVITY - Personal Comments 

Think of one personal comment about one of the characters in the play, e.g.You have 

really big teeth (to the Wolf), Saffron, you are so full of it!, Bruce, you’re only a cat. 

Write it on a post-it.   

Put all the post-its into a box and get the children to pick a new one out. 

Place the flashcards in different areas in the class. 

Get the children to stick the post-it where they think it belongs. When everyone has 

gone, ask them to have a walk around and look at where the comments are. 

Do you think all the statements are where they should be? (You may have to be  

devil’s advocate here and chose one or two to get the ball rolling) 

If not? Why? 

If there is a difference of opinion, ask why? 

Does the tone or volume make a difference to the level of hurt?  

Does it matter who says the comment? 

In smaller groups, discuss: 

What should you do if someone is saying nasty things to you in real life or online? 
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Slash, slash, duck, duck, dive  

our 10 point action plan  

for dealing with Nasty comments 

On-line and in real life 

 

 

 

 

1._______________________________________________________ 

2._______________________________________________________ 

3._______________________________________________________ 

4._______________________________________________________ 

5._______________________________________________________ 

6._______________________________________________________ 

7._______________________________________________________ 

8._______________________________________________________ 

9._______________________________________________________ 

10.______________________________________________________ 



 

Fact 

Teasing/playful,  

A little hurtful 

Moderately hurtful 

Very hurtful  

Extremely hurtful  
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BEYOND THE PLAY: MY AVATAR 

Draw a picture of your avatar.  Things to think about: 

Your avatar name 

What would your avatar wear? 

Does your avatar have powers?  

What are your avatars weaknesses? 

What kind of game would they be in?   
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 RECOMMENDED RESOURCES 

https://pdst.ie/walktall 

 

Lessons on cyber-bullying and posting online 
https://www.webwise.ie/teachers/myselfielesson5/  

 
A comprehensive human rights education programme which aims to support  

human rights education in primary school  
https://www.amnesty.ie/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/LIFT-OFF-Me-You-Everyone.pdf   

 
Stay Safe programme http://www.staysafe.ie/ 

 
Relationships and Sexuality Education  

https://www.education.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Information/Curriculum-and-Syllabus/
Primary-/Resource-Material-for-Relationship-and-Sexuality-Education-5th-and-6th-

Clas.pdf 
 

Relationships and Sexuality Education Policy Guide for Primary Schools  
https://pdst.ie/sites/default/files/updated%20RSE%20Policy%20Guide%

202.12.2018.pdf  
 

Child Friendly version of the UNCRC 
https://www.unicef.org/southafrica/SAF_resources_crcchildfriendly.pdf  

 
A short child friendly animation by the Children's Rights Alliance 

(www.childrensrights.ie) on the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the 
Child (UNCRC) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y_2nA49p3yw 
 

All Together Now - four lessons based in the SPHE curriculum for 5th and 6th classes 
in primary schools. The lessons take an equality and human rights approach to 

respect, inclusion and homophobic and transphobic bullying http://
www.belongto.org/all-together-now/  

 
Link for parents  

https://www.unicef.org/end-violence/how-talk-your-children-about-bullying 
 

https://www.childrensrights.ie/sites/default/files/UNCRCEnglish.pdf  
 

The history of Emojis and the importance of representing culture and identity 
https://www.adl.org/media/13927/download  

 
A bank of stories from around the world 

https://www.storiestogrowby.org/stories-for-kids/  
 

Story ideas 
https://www.philosophyforchildren.org/resources/questions-library/  

 
Ideas on self identity 

https://www.philosophyforchildren.org/lessonplans/identity-activity-what-makes-you-
you/  
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A Synopsis 
  
The show opens with a showing of the world of Virtual Reality in a choreographed presentation of 
Avatars and their movements from well-known computer games. 
  
Red/Alice and Amber battle forces in Virtual Reality in the Wolf Wood game. Amber is not so into 
the game and is delighted to receive a friend request from the super-popular Saffron. She leaves 
Red to deal with giant spiders and we learn that Red has lost her father and misses him. 
 
Red’s mother calls her and enters the VR world to speak with Red/Alice about her plan to travel 
abroad to meet up with a date she found online. Alice will spend the time with Granny and we meet 
her cat Bruce (Willis). 
  
Red arrives at Granny’s and is met with a rifle – Granny is wary of strangers but welcomes Red 
and Bruce to stay with her. We hear of Granny’s fear of wolves and that the rifle fires tranquilliser 
darts. Red sees the similarity with the Dark Forest of Granny’s childhood and the Wolf Wood game. 
She encourages Granny to enter the game and they fight off blood-sucking bats. During the battle 
Red receives a friend request from TBWW – she doesn’t know who it is and doesn’t accept. 
  
In school there is a new girl Saffron who introduces herself and her huge online following. Red is 
bullied by the others and retreats to the safety of the Virtual Reality game where she encounters a 
strange character that seems to know a lot about her. She gets another friend request and this time 
accepts. There is a rumble of an earthquake and Red ends up on the floor in Granny’s. 
  
There is a news broadcast warning of the escape of a Virtual Wolf from Wolf Wood. People are 
warned against confronting such a sly and unpredictable character who is also a master of 
disguise. Granny is very concerned and in the commotion that follows Red finds a puppy at the 
back door. She smuggles him to her bedroom and gives him the name Fluffy. Bruce the cat is not 
very happy! 
  
The next day Red sneaks off to school, avoiding Granny and brings Fluffy to school where Saffron 
and her new bestie, Amber, laugh at her bike and the puppy. The next morning Red wakes up to 
find that Fluffy has grown – quite a bit. He now has big paws, big teeth and big ears. And he talks! 
Bruce is not happy but Red is delighted to have a talking dog. 
  
Red and Granny are listening to the latest bulletin about the escaped wolf. Suddenly Fluffy appears 
behind the couch and Red tries to get him to go back up to her bedroom. Now he is trying on her 
clothes and seems to have a flair for fashion. When he covers his big ears with a beanie hat he 
could pass as a boy. He takes on the persona of Lupe Lobes a cousin of Red’s from far, far away. 
  
Red arrives at school and Fluffy tags along. He impresses Saffron and Amber who want to sit with 
him in class. Fluffy invites them to join him as he films a YouTube piece in a local dark cave. The 
girls are scared but don’t want to appear so.  
  
They all arrive at the cave but within a few minutes Fluffy reveals himself as the Wolf who is 
hungry. Red escapes on her bicycle and is pursued by the Wolf. She races towards Granny’s 
house when she realises he has gone ahead. When she arrives all is quiet and Granny appears 
safe. Until the Wolf reveals himself, having eaten Granny and the girls. Red remembers the rifle 
and shoots the Wolf who falls asleep. She needs to release the others from the wolf’s belly so calls 
for an ambulance and zookeeper. 
  
Red is now a hero and celebrity. Mam has returned from Canada disappointed with Chuck the man 
she met online who turns out not to be what he said he was. She and Red set off into Virtual 
Reality to combat the giant spiders 
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FEEDBACK FORM 

We would love to hear your comments and suggestions so that we can continuously improve  
our programmes for our community of schools.  We would really appreciate hearing from you on 

how we did with ‘Alice and The Wolf’. 

School________________________        Contact name____________________________ 

5 - Excellent   4 - Good   3 - Alright   2 - Poor   1- Very Poor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please return by email to anna@barnstorm.ie  

or post Anna Galligan, Barnstorm Theatre Company, Church Lane, Kilkenny 

Pre-visit workshop 5 4 3 2 1 
Content           
Delivery           
Usefulness           

The Play 5 4 3 2 1 

Relevance           

Appropriateness           

Usefulness           

Production 5 4 3 2 1 
Quality           
Experience           
Value for money           

Post-show workshop 5 4 3 2 1 
Content           
Delivery           
Usefulness           

Resource Pack 5 4 3 2 1 

Relevance           

Usefulness           

Presentation           

Additional comments or suggestions 

  



 

Teacher’s Resource Pack  

Created by Ann Marie O’Keeffe and Anna Galligan 

 

Cover image and poster  

designed by John Cleere at Red Lemonade 

 

We would very much appreciate any comments you 

and your pupils, would care to send us in response 

to Alice and The Wolf and to this Pack.  

 

Letters, comments, paintings, responses, etc. can 

be sent to:  

 

Barnstorm Theatre Company,  

Church Lane, Kilkenny R95 PP3F 

Or email us at 

anna@barnstorm.ie 


